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by llya Kapovich, Department of Mathematics and Statistics
Hunter College, member of the Azat Miftakhov Committee

Welcome, everybody! On behalf of the Azat Miftakhov Committee I'd like to welcome all of
you to the

When we met a year ago, in June 2021, for the first Azat Miftakhov Day, we were hoping
for a very different future.

We hoped that by now Azat would be released and that the human rights situation in
Russia would be improving. Unfortunately, that didn’t happen. Azat in still imprisoned,

in a penal labor colony in Omutninsk, and the six-year prison sentence against him on
trumped-up political charges is still in force. Moreover, during the last year a new cloud
descended over Russia, a dark and terrible cloud or war and oppression. On February 24
this cloud extended its tentacles even further, with Russia’s bloody invasion of Ukraine, an
invasion driven by Putin’s mad imperial nationalistic ambition.

As we meet today for this “Azat Miftakhov Days Against the War” conference, Russian
bombs and artillery shells fall on Ukrainian cities. The horrors of war inflicted by Russia

on the people of Ukraine should shock the conscience of all. The world has only began

to grasp the true toll of human suffering unleashed by this fratricidal war. The crimes
committed by the Russian military against Ukraine’s civilian population are only beginning
to be understood as well.

Today we stand in solidarity with our mathematical colleagues in Ukraine and with the
people of Ukraine who bear the brunt of this terrible war. We hope for their safety and the
safety of their families, and we hope that the people of Ukraine will prevail in their fight
against Russia’s aggression and will free their country from the invaders.

We extend our solidarity to the scientists, students and academics and other pro-
democracy activists in Russia who are standing up against the war and against the
oppression of Putin’s brutal regime. Today they face a much greater danger than a year
ago. Their fight is especially important now, both for stopping Russia’s war against Ukraine
and for ensuring a free and democratic future for Russia itself. Azat Miftakhov and other
pro-democracy activists stood up against Putin’s repressive regime when few outside of
Russia listened or paid attention. The current events underscore with terrible clarity that
the repression of political opposition in Russia in years past, including the persecution of
Azat Miftakhov, paved the way for Putin’s war in Ukraine and for the near total silencing
of anti-war news and opinions that Russia is witnessing today. We also see the price of
the world being too complacent about political repression and human rights violations,
especially when committed by a major power like Russia.



, a Russia which respects the
rights of its citizens and doesn’t threaten its neighbors.

Today also marks the start of the 2022 International Congress of Mathematicians which

is being held virtually, with Helsinki as a replacement host for St Petersburg. While every
ICM serves as a forum for a world-wide celebration of the beauty and excitement of
mathematics, this year’s ICM also provides all of us with a poignant opportunity to reflect
on the place of mathematics in the modern world, on our responsibilities, as scientists

and mathematicians, to our profession and the society as a whole. We don’t wish to
needlessly politicize the conduct of mathematical research. But we must recognize that
truly free international scientific cooperation and truly free exchange of ideas in science
are impossible when basic freedoms of expression and inquiry are imperiled. When that
happens, when our colleagues around the world suffer political persecution and, even
worse, military aggression, we need to speak up. We need to stand up for them. We cannot
treat the practice of mathematics as an isolated endeavor, disjoint from the developments
in society and the world at large. We hope that the international mathematical community
and the IMU will take these lessons to heart.

On behalf of the Azat Miftakhov Committee, | welcome all of you as the participants of
this year’s “Azat Miftakhov Days Against the War”. Our special gratitude goes to the
mathematical societies supporting this event.

We believe that young Russian students and researchers, standing in opposition to Putin’s
repression and in support of freedom and human rights in Russia, represent the true
future of Russia. We are honored to have three of such young mathematicians as today’s
speakers. We are also honored to welcome several prominent Russian human rights
activists and experts as participants of tomorrow’s human rights panel. They continue

a critically important fight for a free Russia, for the rights of students, scientists and
academics who are being politically persecuted there, particularly those being persecuted
for opposing the war.

Once again, welcome, everybody, and thank you!



by Chandler Davis, University of Toronto, member of the Azat
Miftakhov Committee

It’s a pleasure to welcome you to this panel in support of our young colleague Azat Miftakhov
and other political prisoners, in support in particular of Russians courageously speaking out
against the war, and more generally in support of freedom of conscience and peace.

It means a lot to me to be opening this session because | have a special bond to Azat
Miftakhov. | was a political prisoner myself, years ago, not in Russia but in the USA. | was
not much older than he is now; like him | had a wife standing by me outside; and like him
I tried to go ahead doing mathematics while in prison. It was hard, but not as hard as
Azat’s imprisonment, and it was only half a year.

By the way, | have another bond to this Azat Miftakhov Day. After my prison time, there
were many years when | served the American Mathematical Society as Chair of the
Committee on Human Rights of Mathematicians, defending victims of repression in many
countries. A very satisfying job, and one now being carried on by llya Kapovich. It’s good
to work with Ilya jointly on this panel today.

WE ARE NOT ALONE. Even though only a minority around the world might share the
radical philosophy of Azat ---or my own--- there are many many people in many countries
who would defend our right to hold our views and to advocate them. Many many people
are horrified by the invasion of Ukraine and want the war to stop, people in NATO countries
and Ukraine, but also in Russia: thousands of Russians take the risk of saying so openly,
often being arrested for it, and surely many more wish they felt they could. So you see,
when we learn and study today, though we are few, we equip ourselves better to advance
the cause of many.

There may already be a world-wide consensus for peace. It is hard to know how to gather
the strands. Our objective must be, in the West as well as in Russia, just what the brave
young man said in his banner on a Moscow street: NET VOINE. The world must somehow
be steered back onto the path of diplomacy.

A terribly daunting challenge. But HEY, WE’'RE MATHEMATICIANS, we spend our lives on
non-trivial things, on studying questions whose answers we don’t know. We need to reach
out to our colleagues in whatever country, in prison or out; we need each other; we all
need to draw on the courage and wisdom of Azat Miftakhov and the rest of our fellows.



NECESSARY CONDITIONS
by Alexander Cherkasov, Chair of the Council of the Memorial
Human Rights Centre

Version 1: Ha pyccKkom
Version 2: in English
Version 3: en francais

Version 1: Ha pyccCKOm

Heobxogumoe ycnhosue

3apaBcTBYMTE.

Bnarogapto Bac 3a NnpurnaweHme BbICTyNMTb. Halwa BCTpeya noceslleHa Aeny Asata
MudTaxoBa, HO A He Byay roBopuUTb COBCTBEHHO 06 3TOM Aene. Te, KTO 3aeCb cObpPanuch,
nonarato, 3HatoT 1 3TO UM, U 3TO AEefo.

N Boobule, nocne 24 dpespansa 2022 roaa, nocne Havana Poccret macwtabHOM BOMHBI

B YKpauHe, BPA, M MOXHO rOBOPUTbL O YeM-TO APYromM, KPOMe 3TOM BOWHbI. Nan, ecnm
3TO C/INLIKOM CUIbHOE YTBEPKAEHWE, TO: BPAL M MOXKHO, FOBOPA O YEM-TO, HE FTOBOPUTL
NP 3TOM O BOMHE B YKpauHe. Ho BEpHO 1 Apyroe: roBops 0 BOMHE B YKpauHe, 0 AecATKax
TbICAY NOTUBLLINX U MUNIMOHAX DEXKEHLEB, O BOEHHbIX NPECTYNAEHUAX U NPEeCcTynaeHmax
NPOTMB YeN0BEYHOCTU, HENb3s 3abbIBaTb O MPUYKMHAX BOMHbLI. O6 ycnoBuMAxX, caenaBLmnX
3Ty HEMbICIMMYHO BOMHY BO3MOMKHOM.

A NoSINTUYECKME 3aKNHOYEHHbIE, MOJIMTUYECKME penpeccnn B Poccun,- O4HO M3 TaKNX YCﬂOBMVI.
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[ocy4apcTBO, rpybo 1M MaccoBO HapyLLAoLLEee NpaBa YesoBeKa BHYTPM CBOMX MPaHuLL, PaHo
WM NO3AHO CTAHOBMTCSA YrPO30M MUPY U MEXAYHAPOAHOM 6e30MacHOCTW. ITO, eC/IM YroAHO,
Teopema,- Ka3anoch Obl, OKOHYATE/IbHO 0Ka3aHHas OMNbITOM BTOPO MUPOBOW BOMHbI.

Ha aTom onbITe Hbina BbICTPOEHA CUCTEMA MENKIYHAPOAHOMO COTPYAHMYECTBA, CUCTEMA
MeXAYyHapPOAHbIX OpraHM3aLmMi, KoTopas A0MXKHa bblaa NpeaoTBpaTMTL NoBTopeHme 1939
roaa. NpenoTBpaTUTb He NMoYYMIOChk: CHOBA B LIeHTPe EBpOmbl pa3Ba3aHa BOMHa.

HanBHO 3By4MT BOMpPOC: MOYeMy B camoi Poccum He 3anylieHa npoueaypa MMNUYMeHTa,
noYemy HeT APKMX BbICTYMIEHNA ONMO3NULUMOHHbIX IMAEPOB B NapaMeEHTe, HU
aHTMBOEHHOW KamnaHuy B 0bLLIeHALUMOHANbHbIX Macc-meana. MapnameHTcKaa cuctema

M NapTUMHAA CUCTEMbI ABHO AEMOHTMPOBAHbI, OCTA/INCL /IMLLb AeKOopPaLMmM, a Meama
KOHTPO/IMPYIOTCA rOCYy4apCTBOM M NPeBPaLLEHbI B OpyAne nponaraHasl. He cpaboTtanm
obpaTHble CBA3M, KOTOPbIE A0KHbI OblM ee NPeAoTBPaTUTL. Kak 1 novyemy He CMOIN, He
ycrnenu, He NbITaIMCb OCTAHOBUTbL 3TOT Npouecc TpaHchopmaumm Poccun B arpeccopa, B
«bonbHOro Yenoseka EBponbi»- otaenbHaa 6oabHaA Tema.

Ho BOT BONpoOC, KOTOPbIM 3aA4at0T NOCTOSHHO BCE 3TU MECALLbl: MOYeMY HET MaCCOBbIX
YZIMYHbIX aHTMBOEHHbIX BbICTYN/IEHNI? B yem npuymHa ctonb 3ddEKTUBHOIO KOHTPOS
rocyaapcrea Haz obuectsom? MpuymHa, He B NOC/IeAHION oYepeap,- Te Camble
NOANTMYECKME PENPECCUN, YTOIOBHOE OCYKAEHWNE N 3aK/TH0YEHME 38 MUPHYIO AEATENbHOCTb.
Ho ecTb 1 KOHTEKCT 3TUX PENPECCUIA, KOTOPbLIN AENAET X CTONb IPPEKTUBHbLIMM.
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370, BO-NEPBbIX, MONTUYECKUI TEPPOP.

[a, B Poccum He aencTByeT cMepTHadA KasHb, HO 1 HA30BY HECKO/IbKO MMEH. HKypHanmcT
«HoBoW raseTtbl» AHHa NOANTKOBCKaA, aABOKAT M NeBbIM akTMBMCT CTaHmc1aB Mapkenos,
coTpyaHuua «Memopmana» Hatanba dctemmpoBa. Bce oHM HOpPOANCh C HACUAbCTBEHHbIMM
MCYE3HOBEHMAMM NtOAEN B 30HE BOOPYHKEHHOTO KOHGNMKTA Ha KaBKase, B YeuHe,- 1 BCce
OHM BbINM YOUTbI. ONNO3MLMOHHLIM NOAUTUK bopuc HemuoB, cTaBwnin nocne 2014 roaa
OAHUM U3 NMAEPOB aHTUBOEHHOTO ABMMKEHMA B Poccmm — youT. Kazanock bbl, 3TV cmepTH
MOHO DbI10 OTHECTU Ha CYET MAPTMHAAbHbIX TPYNMN MAK BRacTen YeyHW. Ho nocne nonbITKu
OTPaBAEHUA APYroro AMaepa onno3mummn, Anekces HasanbHoro, n BoO MHOrom 6aaroaapsa
emy Obl/1a BCKPbITa CUCTEMA MNOANTUYECKUX YOUIMCTB C MCNOIb30BAHMEM A0B, OTPABAEHUN,
COBEpPLUAEMbIX areHTaMM POCCUMCKMX LLEHTPANAbHbIX BAACTeN. HaBa ibHbIM BbIXKMA NOC/E
OTpaBAEHWNSA, paccneoBan 3TO OTPABAEHME, N CEMYAC HAXOANTCA B 3aK/TOHEHUN.

3a4eM 4 roBOpPHO 3/1eCb O NMOAUTUYECKUX YOUNCTBAX,- Ka3anocb Obl, APYron, COBCEM
ocobor Teme? Ho 3Ta «coBcem ocobas Tema» NPUAAET BaKHOE 3HAaYEHNE BCEMY
OCTaNIbHOMY, - KaK «CyLLEeCTBEHHO 0cobas ToUYKa» GYHKLMM MHOTO FOBOPUT O NOBEAEHWM
aTOM GYHKUMKM B APYIMX TOYKaX. DTO HaKMadblBaeT OTNeYaToK Ha BCé 0bulecTBO. TOYHO
TaK e, KaK Ha/0XM1AM CBOM OTNEYaToOK Ha COBPEeMEHHY0 YeUyHto HaCKU/IbCTBEHHbIE
MCYE3HOBEHMA Nt0AEeN, CTaBLLIMe PAacnpOCTPAHEHHOW M CUCTEMATMYECKON NPAKTUKOM.
MonBeKa Ha3a, COBETCKMI YYEeHbIN U AncCnaeHT BaneHTH TypymH Ha3Baa 3TO «MHepLUmen
CTpaxa», roBOpA 0 COBETCKOM 00LLecTBe noc/iecTaMHCKOro nepmnoaa. Ho seap 1 teneps,
paccyaan, Hanpumep, o YeuHe, 0 «KaaplpoBUAX», O BceBnacTMm Pam3aHa KaablpoBa,
Ha/10 MOMHWTb O MHOTUX ThbICAYAX MCYE3HYBLUNX /IOAEN, CMEPTb KOTOPbLIX 1er1a B
OCHOBaHMe HblHeLHeN «CTabuUabHOCTU» U YNPaBAsSeMOoCTM YeuHu.
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B Poccum apecToBbIBAOT M CyAAT TEX, KTO OTKPbLITO BbICTYMaeT NPOTUB BOMHbI.

A BOT AApYyro POCCUICKMIA MONNTUK, BbIXKMBLLNIM NOCAE ABYX MOMbITOK areHTOB POCCUNCKIMX
BNacCTelM OTPaBUTb ero — Bnaammump Kapa-Myp3a. OH akTUBHeMWMM 06pa3om 3aHMManca
NPOABMKEHNEM B MUPE TEMbI POCCUIMCKUX NONNT3AKAOYEHHbIX. Tenepb OH apecToBaH 3a
BbICTYMN/IEHNE O BOMHe B YKpaunHe. BbICTynan oH B aMepuKaHCKoM rnybuHke, 8 Apm3soHe! —
N cenyac HaxoAMTCA B POCCMIMCKON TIOPbME.

3aBTpa, 7 ntons, B MockBe cocTouTca odepeaHoe cyaebHoe 3aceaaHne no Aeny MOCKOBCKOrO
MYHMUMNAAbHOTO AenyTaTta Anekcen fopMHoBa. Ha 3acefaHnm MyHULUMNAAbHOTO COBETa

OH 3aroBOPW/ O BOMHE, O }KepTBax BOMHbI, 06 yOUTbIX AETAX,- M OblN 32 3TO apecToBaH. B
6avKanmne aHW ByaeT BbIHECEH MPUTOBOP, M OH, CKOpee BCero, byaeT CypOBbIM.

IM BMEHAIOT HOBYIO CTaTbtO YrOJI0BHOMO KoAeKca 0 «delKkax 06 apmum». OugHuTe
norunky: ntoboe yTBepKAEHNE, KOTOPOE He COOTBETCTBYET OPULIMAIbHBIM 33aABAEHMAM
oduUMaNbHbIX NPeACTaBUTENEN MUHUCTEPCTBA 0OOPOHbLI, 06bABIEHO B POCCUM NOMKHbIM.
3a Takoe yTBepKAeHMe MOXKHO Nosy4nTb 40 10 neT 3akatyeHuA.

Nnn Apyroﬁ MOCKOBCKMI aenytat, nba AWKH, NPAMO 1 CUCTEMATUYECKN BbICKA3bIBABLLMA
CBOKO aHTUBOEHHYHO NO3UNUMUIO. Celyac oH apectoBaH Mo aAMNHNUCTPAaTUBHOMY AEN.

Ho, ckopee Bcero, adMMHUCTPATMBHOE Ae/10 34eCb- TaKaA I'IO/'IVILLEVICKaFI neMmMma nepen
[OKa3blBaHMEM TEOPEMDI, YXKe C MCMNOJ/Ib30BaHMeM cTaTbm 207.3 YyroNOBHOTO KoAgeKca.

YenoBeKa 3a4eprKMBAIOT MO AAMUHUCTPATUBHOW CTaTbe, M NPU STOM FOTOBAT OCHOBAHMA
ONs BO3OYKAEHMA YrONOBHOMO Aena — «penkm 06 apmuu, 2o 10 net».

N TyT A xoTen Obl O6paTVITb Balle BHMMaHMe Ha BTOpOl\/JI Ba*KHbI MOMEHT- Ha COOTHOLLEHMUM
M B3aMMOCBA3b aAMNHUNCTPATUBHbBIX U YTO/TOBHbIX penpeccmﬁ B COBpeN\eHHOl\/JI Poccun.

v



3T0O COOTHOLIEHWE, 3Ta CTPYKTYPA CPaBHMMA C TEM, YTO HbIIO B MO3AHECOBETCKME rOAbl — C
KOHUa 1950-x no KoHel, 1980-x.

B nocnectanuHckoe Bpema Bnactn Coetckoro Cotosa BCTana nepes npobaemon: Kak
3PGEKTUBHO KOHTPONIMPOBATL COLMYM (MYCTb M HAXOAALWMMNCA B CUTYALMM «MHEPLIMM
CTpaxa»), He MCMO/b3yA MNPU 3TOM MaccoBble penpeccun? B utore B 1959 roay bbina
BBEAEHA CMCTEMA «NPOPUNAKTMKIM», MPU KOTOPOM Ha OAHOMO OCYXAEHHOIO «3a MOANTUKY»
MO YroN0BHOM CTaTbe NPUXOAMI0CH OKOO CTa YENOBEK «MPODUNAKTUPOBAHHbBIXY,
NOABEPTHYTbIX pENPeccUAM BHeCyaAebHbIM. AOMUHUCTPATUBHbBIM, HEODULMANbHBIM, HO C
O4€BMAHOM YrPO30M Penpeccuin yroJIoBHbIX B C/Ty4ae NPOAO/IKEHNA AeATENbHOCTMW.

B BbICTpaVIBaeMOl\/JI B nocnegHmne mecaubl n rogbl pel'lpeCCMBHOl‘/JI cncreme BnaHa ecin He
Ta XXe, TO NOXOXaA JIor1Ka.

33 BbIXOA, HA MUTUHT UKW MUKET paHblle Bam rpo3mna cTatbd aAMMUHUCTPATUBHOIO KOAEKCa
20.2.5, co Wwrpadom B HECKO/IBKO AECATKOB ThICAY pybaei. 3a NOBTOPHbIN BbIXOA, HA NUKET —
ctaTba 20.2.8 Toro e koaekca, Ao 300 Tbicay pybnei wrpada, nam Ao 30 cyToK apecTa. A ecnm
Bbl TP bl 3aZeprKaHbl B TEYEHWE NOIYroAa, TO MOXET HACTYMNMUTb Yro/I0BHAA OTBETCTBEHHOCTb
no cratbe 212.1 — A0 NATK NeT AMLIeHNA cBODObI. Ty CTaTbIO eLLE Ha3bIBAOT «A3AMHCKOM»- N0
bammnmm Mnbaapa JaamHa, KoTopbi Bbin NepBbiM MO Hel OCYXKAEH.

B camom Hauvane BoMHbI B YKkpauHe, 4 mapTta 2022 roaa, bbiia BBeAEHbI CNelmanbHble
CTaTbM O «AMCKPEANTALMM POCCUINCKOM apMmnmn», cTatba 20.3.3 aAMUHUCTPATUBHOIO
Kogekca (wtpad Ao 50 Thicsy pybaen, nam Ao cTa Tbicad, ecnv Bbl npu3biBaeTe K
nNy6/MUYHBbIM akumaM), 1 cTaTbs 280.3 yrosIoBHOIo KodeKkca (40 NATK eT 3aKA04YeHns).

To ecTb, XOTA HUrAEe TYT HEeT C/10Ba «I'IpOd)l/IJ'IaI-(Tl/IKa», nepcrnexkTnea yro10BHONroO HakasaHuA
B C/ydae npogonKeHnAa AeATe/IbHOCTN B obowux CaydaAax npormcaHa ABHO.

M0 3TMM aAMUHUCTPATMBHbBIM CTaTbAM 3a NpoLleaLllne Mmecsalbl ObliAN 3a4eprKaHbl MHOTUE
TbICAYM YenoseK. ToNIbKO 3a «AnCKpeamTaLumo» - 60blle ABYX C MONOBUHOM ThICAY.

3TV NOAM He OCYXKAEHbI U AaxKe He 0OBMHAKOTCA MO YroN0BHbLIM CTAaTbAAM, HO OHU YXKe
HaxoAATCA No4 yrpo30M NOCaaKKM, eCNK eLé pa3s BbIMAYT Ha yauLy.

Mpw aTom Aarxke He 06s3aTeNbHO, YTODbLI X 3a4eprKanm noamuenckme. Mol kmem B XX

BEKe, MPOrpecc He CTOMT Ha mecTe, 1 B MOCKBe AeMCTBYEeT CUCTEMA PAcno3HaBaHMa AnL, No
Kamepam, YCTaHOB/IEHHbIM Ha Y/IMLAX U B METPO. B MpOL/IOM rofy 3amnmncu ¢ Takux Kamep
MCMNO/1Ib30BANNCh NPKN 0GOPMAEHUN AAMNUHUCTPATUBHbIX AEN €338 MUTUHIU U WecTBmA». Mecal,
Ha3az, No AaHHbIM C TaKMX Kamep NOANLENCKME OCTaHaBANBAIM NHOAEN, HE BbllLeAWNX HM Ha
KaKoW MUTMHT, @ MPOCTO BXOAMBLUMX B METPO, YTODbLI €XaTb B LIEHTP ropoaa.

OTmeudy TyT ellé OANH MOMEHT, KOTOprVI 0cobeHHO NOBECENNT MaTEMATUKOB. B Cnyvae TaKom
CTyI'IEanTOI\/JI OTBETCTBEHHOCTUN — CHa4Ya1la aAMNHUCTPATMBHbIE A€e1a, a MOTOM Yro/10BHbIE,- Ha
BTOPOM 3Tane, B Cyae rno yroioBHOMy aeny, peweHna no aaMmMHNCTPATUBHbIM Ae/1aM (TO €CTb
A0BOAbl, 3aBEAOMO bonee «cna6b|e») MCNOJIb3YHOT KaK NMO/IHOUEHHbIE J0Ka3aTe/1IbCTBa MNMpu
nocneayroLlem yroloBHOM OCYXKAeHWN. B aAMUMHUCTPATUBHbLIX CyAaX Y 3alWMTbl HET TaKom
BO3MOXHOCTU, KaK B yroJIOBHOM Mnpougecce. O6BUHEHME npeacrtaBaAeT CydbA, TO eCTb OHU
BbICTYMatOT B OAHOM JinLe. Ho npu 3ToM ,D,elZCTByeT AAMUHNCTPATNBHAA I'IDEI-OAVILI,VIH!
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TpeTbe,- N0 NOPALAKY, HO HE MO 3HAYEHUIO,- BaXKHOEe 0bCTOATENLCTBO:! YCNoBUMA CoaepKaHNA
B XOo4e CNeACTBMA M NMOCNe OCYXAEHMA. [TpoLle roBoOpsA, MbITKK, })KECTOKOE U YHMKaoLLee
yenoseyeckoe A0CTOMHCTBO cnocobbl O6paLLI,eHl/IF| N HaKa3aHWA.

BoT uTtO NPONCXoANT NPAMO ceﬁqac, B 3TV OAHW.



MepBblid NpuMep. YNOMAHYTbIN Bbille aenyTaT Anekcelt TOpMHOB, NPU3HAHHbIK
«Memopuranom» NoAUTUYECKUM 3aKA0UYEHHbIM, MOCAE apecTa Obl/l MOMELLEH B
YeTbIPEXMECTHYIO KaMepy, rae HaxoAnanCb ceMb YenoBek. OH He MOr HOPMasibHO CnaTb.
Byayum 601bHbIM, HE NoyYan Tpebyemoro neYeHns n yxoaa.

Bropon npumep. YueHbit dusnk Imutpunin Konkep 30 ntoHa 6bin apectoBaH PCh. Mbl He
yCNenu BKAOYUTb ero B CMUCKM NOAUT3AKAOUEHHbIX. Y Hero Hbina yeTBepTasa CTaAmA paka,
ero ysesnn ns 601bHULbI, N Ha TPETUN AEHb OH YMEP B THOPbME.

TyT a 4OMKEH CKa3aTb, YTO JlaXKe B TEMHble BpemeHa, Koraa rnason Cosetckoro Coto3a
6bin FOpuin AHAponos, KomuTteT rocyaapcteeHHoM 6e3onacHocTn CCCP He apecToBbIBa
ntoaen ¢ Taxkenon oHkonornen! Koraa 8 1983 roay «rpoMnam» CoMKEHNLbIHCKKMN PoHA,
NOMOLLM NOAUT3aKIOYEHHbIM, He apecToBann AHApea KMCTAKOBCKOro, pacnopsaantens
®oHaa, NOTOMY YTO OH Dbl cMepTeNibHO 6os1eH. A Mory NPOAOAMKATb 3TOT CNMCOK. Toraa
3TO Ka3a/10Cb HEMPUANYHBIM Nepes BCEM MUPOM. Tenepb — HET, YKe He HEMPUANYHO.
HaobopoT: Bce 3HatoT, 4TO 1 6ONBHOrO, YMMPAOLLEro MOTYT BPOCUTb B THOPbMY.

TpeTnin npumep. Ha AHAX CTano M3BECTHO, B KaKMX YCNOBUAX COAEPKAT MOJIUTUYECKOTO
3aKkNto4eHHOro Anekced HaBanbHOro. B KOIOHMK CTPOTOro pexkmma /19 Hero co3aHa
«THOpbMa B TtopbMe». LLlecTMmeTpoBbIN ryxon 3abop, cTporasa n3onauma. MakcumanbHO
Heya06Hble yCNoBUA AN Yenoseka ¢ 60N1bHOM CNMHOM, B paboyee BpemMa 1 nocae paboTbl.
Cnywatb necHu, npocnasnarowme ®Chb. Cnaetb noa nopTpeTom [yTrHa. 3TO, BOSMOXKHO,
Nydlle, 4em «ocobble ycnoBmA», co3aaHHble ans HaBanbHOro B npeablayliem narepe. Ho,
3aMeTUM, 3TO — HaBabHbIM, YENOBEK, K KOTOPOMY MPUKOBAHO BHMMAHME.

C «NpOCTbIMM» NONUT3AKAOYEHHBIMM BCE MpoLle. YNOMAHYTOro Bolwe Mnbaapa dagnHa B
3aK/IIOYEHNN NbITAaNN COTPYAHWKM NarepHOM aAMUHUCTPALMK. ITO HE UCKAKOUEHME: MbITKM
B POCCUMCKMX MECTax 3aKIt04EeHNA AaBHO YXKe CTalM CUCTEMOW, - HE ANA KNONUTUYECKMXY,
a 1A BCEeX, KOro He yaaeTca C/IOMATb.

TOYHO TaK e, Kak CUCTEMOW AABHO Y*Ke CTa/In MbITKMU B XOA€e A03HaHMA U CNeaCTBUA.
Bbiwe A rosopun o PoHAe NOMOLIM NOANT3AKAKOYEHHBIM — TaK BOT, B 1983 roay ero
pacnopaamntena Ceprea XoaopoBmYa Nocae apecta NoAro4a nbiTasvm — HO AeNannm 3To ero
COKaMePHMKM, YTONOBHUKMK, COTPYAHMYABLLNE CO CIeACTBMEM. DTO HA3bIBAOCh «Npecc-
Kamepa», Takoe ecTb 1 Tenepb. Ho, B OTIMYME OT NO34HECOBETCKUX BPEMEH, CUCTEMOW
[ABHO CTa/M NbITKN «6e3 NocpeHMKOB», KOTOPbIE MPUMEHAIOT «10AMN B popmey.

N 3TO He cekpeT — 0 TOM, YTO B POCCMM NbITAtOT, CEroaHA, B 0OLLEM, 3HAOT BCE. 3HAIOT U Te,
KTO BbIXOAMA MPOTECTOBATL NPOTUB BOMHbI B YKpPaUHe.

% 3k % %k %k

MoABoaA UTOT, S MOTY CKa3aTb, YTO MOIMTUYECKME PEMNPECCUM,- YTONIOBHOE OCYXKAEHME 33
HEHACUNbCTBEHHYIO AEeATe/IbHOCTb,- CTa/In B POCCUMM BasKHENLMM METOA0M YMPaBAeHUS
COLMYMOM, «COLMAIbHON NHMKEHepUM». B Tom yncne (ceiyac — npexae Bcero) cnocobom
NoAaBNeHMA aHTUBOEHHOIO ABUMKEHMS.

ECTb €CATKM TaKMX YrONIOBHbIX A€/, HO 3TW PEenpPecCcumn KOCBEHHO KacatoTca 1 Tex
TbICAY YeNIOBEK, KOTOpble BbIN OCyKAEHbI aAMUHUCTPATUBHO,- YTO HANOMMHAET
COBETCKYO MPAKTUKY «NPOPUNAKTUKM». HO TaKas «npodmnakTMka» HeappekTnsHa bes
NPOAO/IKAOLWMXCA YTONIOBHbIX PENPECCU.

DTO NO3BOJIAET TaKKe MHaye B3r/IAHYTb M Ha YNC/I0 NOSINT3AKNOUYEHHbIX B COBpeN\eHHOl\/JI
Poccunm — oKono nonyTbica4n. MIHOTO 3TO UK Mano? Beab ecnu aTu penpeccumn nmeroT
KaKYO-TO U€eNb, TO Ue/1b 3Ta — HE «BCEX MOCaANTb», a «MOCagnB HEMHOTNX, BCEX
KOHTPOMPOBATb».



[OBOPSA O KKOHTPOMEY, HAZO YYMTbIBATb TAKMKE TaKMe CUCTEMHbIE GAKTOPbI, KaK MbITKM
W XecToKoe obpallleHne B Xoae CNeACTBUA U B 3aKIOYEHUN, U NMPAKTUKY NOAUTUYECKMX
yOuIACTB (B KAKOM-TO CMbIC/e 3aMeHMBLLMX AelcTBoBaBLLyo B CCCP cMepTHYHO KasHb).

«MpodumnakTKa» HeahpdeKkTUBHaA Be3 yroNoBHbIX PENPECCUIA, KOHTPOIb Ha 06LLECTBOM
HEeBO3MOXKeH He3 penpeccunit, BOMHa HEBO3MOXKHa 6e3 penpeccuit.

N nocnenHee. Y1CNO NAEHHbBIX M HACUNBCTBEHHO yYOePXMBaAEMbIX TpaxKdaH yl-(pal/IHbI
COCTaB/IAET CEeMYac CBbllle WeCTn ThicaAY YenoseKk. Ho YKPanHCKMe rniaeHHble CnaAaT, XOTA
M OTAE/IbHO, HO B TEX e THOPbMax. Nx AONpawnmBatoT Te e CneaoBaTesn. X nbITatoT Tak
Ke, KaK A0 TOTOo MNbiITaanm rpaxxaaH Poccun.

Penpeccun ecTb HEOBXOAMMOE YCN0BUE BOMHDI. TbITKM U NOAUTUYECKME YOUIACTBA CYTb
ycnosue adpdeKTUBHOCTN penpeccunit. 3HaunT, 6opbba 3a cBOOOAY NONUT3AKIOUYEHHDIX,
60pbba NPOTUB MbITOK U NOUTUYECKMX YOUIACTB B POCCUM eCTb HeoTbeMieMas
cocTaBnaowan 6opbbbl 33 MUP.

Cnacvbo. |

Version 2: in English

Necessary conditions

Hello.

Thank you for the invitation to speak. Our meeting is devoted to the case of Azat
Miftakhov, but | will not talk about the case itself. Those who are gathered here, | believe,
know this name and this case.

And generally speaking, after February 24, 2022, after Russia started a largescale war in
Ukraine, we can hardly talk about anything else but this war. Or, if that is too strong an
assertion, then: it is hardly possible, while talking about something, not to talk about

the war in Ukraine. But it is also true that talking about the war in Ukraine, about the

tens of thousands of dead and millions of refugees, about war crimes and crimes against
humanity, one cannot forget about the causes of the war. About the conditions that made
this unthinkable war possible.

And political prisoners, political repression in Russia, is one of those conditions.

%k 3k % %k %k

A state that grossly and massively violates human rights inside its borders sooner

or later becomes a threat to peace and international security. This is, if you will, a

theorem — seemingly definitively proven by the experience of the Second World War. The
system of international cooperation, the system of international organizations, was built
on this experience in order to prevent a repetition of 1939. Preventing it did not work: war
was again unleashed in the center of Europe.

It is naive to ask why in Russia itself an impeachment procedure has not been started, why
there are no prominent speeches by opposition leaders in the parliament or an anti-war
campaign in the national media. The parliamentary and party systems have long since been
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dismantled, only decorations remain, and the media is controlled by the state and turned into
a propaganda tool. The feedback loops that were supposed to prevent all that did not work.
How and why they failed, did not have time, did not try to stop this process of transforming
Russia into an aggressor, into the “sick man of Europe” is a separate painful theme.

But here is a question that has been asked repeatedly all these months: Why are there no
mass anti-war street demonstrations? What is the reason why the state has such effective
control over society? The reason, not least of all, is the very political repression, criminal
convictions and imprisonment for peaceful activities. But there is also the context of this
repression that makes it so effective.

%k %k % %k k

It is, firstly, political terror.

Yes, there is no death penalty in Russia, but | will name a few names. Anna Politkovskaya,
a Novaya Gazeta journalist, Stanislav Markelov, a lawyer and leftwing activist, Natalia
Estemirova of Memorial. All of them had fought against enforced disappearances in

the armed conflict zone in the Caucasus, Chechnya — and all of them were killed. The
opposition politician Boris Nemtsov, who after 2014 became one of the leaders of the
anti-war movement in Russia, was murdered. It would seem that these deaths could be
attributed to marginal groups or the authorities in Chechnya. But after the attempted
poisoning of another opposition leader, Alexei Navalny, and largely thanks to him, was
uncovered a system of political murders using poisons, poisonings perpetrated by agents
of the Russian central authorities. Navalny survived the poisoning, investigated the
poisoning, and is now in custody.

Why am | talking about political assassinations here — a seemingly different, very special
topic? But this “very special topic” gives importance to everything else — as the “essentially
singular point” of a function says a lot about the behavior of that function at other points.
It puts an imprint on the whole of society. In the same way that enforced disappearances,
which have become a widespread and systematic practice, have left their mark on
contemporary Chechnya. Half a century ago, the Soviet scholar and dissident Valentin
Turchin called this “inertia of fear”, referring to Soviet society in the post-Stalin period. But
even now, when discussing Chechnya, for example, the “Kadyrovites” and the omnipotence
of Ramzan Kadyrov, one must remember the many thousands of disappeared people
whose deaths formed the basis of the current “stability” and governability of Chechnya.

%k %k 3k %k

In Russia, those who openly oppose the war are arrested and tried.

Another Russian politician who survived two attempts by Russian agents to poison him is
Vladimir Kara-Murza. He has been very active in promoting the topic of Russian political

prisoners around the world. Now he has been arrested for speaking out about the war in
Ukraine. He spoke in the American outback, in Arizona! — and is now in a Russian prison.

Tomorrow, July 7, another court hearing will be held in Moscow in the case of Moscow
municipal councilor Alexei Gorinov. At the municipal council meeting, he talked about the
war, about the victims of the war, about murdered children — and was arrested for this. In
the coming days a sentence will be handed down, and it is likely to be severe.

They are being charged under a new article in the criminal code on “fake news about the
army”. Appreciate the logic: any statement that does not correspond to official statements
by defense ministry officials is declared false in Russia. You can get up to 10 years in prison
for such a statement.
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Or another Moscow deputy, llya Yashin, who has been directly and systematically
expressing his anti-war stance. He is now under administrative arrest. But it is likely that
the administrative case here is a police lemma preceding a proof of a theorem based on
Article 207.3 of the criminal code.

A person is detained under an article of the administrative code while at the same time
they prepare grounds for a criminal case — “fakes about the army, up to 10 years”.

And here | would like to draw your attention to the second important point — the correlation
and interrelation of administrative and criminal repressions in today’s Russia. They are
comparable to what it was in the late Soviet years — from the late 1950s to the late 1980s.

In the post-Stalin era, the authorities of the Soviet Union faced a problem: how to
effectively control society (albeit in a situation of “inertia of fear”) without using mass
repression? As a result, in 1959 a system of ‘prophylaxis” was introduced which meant that
for every person convicted of a criminal offence ‘for politics’ there were about a hundred
people subjected to extra-judicial repressions. Administrative or unofficial, but with the
obvious threat of criminal reprisals if the activity continued.

The repressive system that has been put in place in recent months and years shows a
similar, if not the same, logic.

In the past, you could face Article 20.2.5 of the Administrative Code, with a fine of several
tens of thousands of rubles for going to a rally or picket. For a repeat picket you face
Article 20.2.8 of the same code, up to 300 thousand rubles fine, or up to 30 days of arrest.
And if you are detained three times within six months, you may be criminally liable under
Article 212.1 — up to five years in prison. This article is also referred to as the “Dadin
article” after Ildar Dadin, who was the first person convicted under it.

At the very beginning of the war in Ukraine, on March 4, 2022, special articles on
“discrediting the Russian army” were introduced, Article 20.3.3 of the administrative code
(a fine of up to 50 thousand rubles, or up to a hundred thousand if you call for public
actions), and Article 280.3 of the criminal code (up to five years in prison).

That is to say, although nowhere here is the word “prevention”, the prospect of criminal
punishment in the event of continued activity in both cases is clearly spelled out.

Many thousands of people have been detained under these administrative offences in
recent months. More than two and a half thousand for “defamation” alone. These people
have not been convicted or even charged with criminal offences, but they are already
under threat of imprisonment if they take to the streets again.

They don’t even have to be apprehended by the police. We live in the twenty-first century,
progress continues, and Moscow has a system of facial recognition on cameras installed
on the streets and in the metro. Last year, records from such cameras were used to
register administrative cases “for rallies and marches”. A month ago, such camera footage
was used to stop people who were not at any rally, but who were simply entering the
metro to go to the city center.

There is another point which will particularly amuse mathematicians. In the case of
this ladder of responsibility — administrative cases first, followed by criminal cases — in
the second stage, in the criminal court, administrative decisions (i.e. arguments known
to be “weaker”) are used as valid evidence in the subsequent criminal conviction.

In administrative courts, the defense does not have the same rights as in criminal
proceedings. The prosecution is represented by a judge, i.e. they are one and the same
person. But there is administrative prejudice!
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Third — in order, but not in importance — is an important circumstance: the conditions
of detention during the investigation and after conviction. Simply put, torture, cruel and
degrading treatment and punishment.

That is what is happening right now, these days.

First example. The aforementioned MP Alexei Gorinov, recognized by Memorial as a
political prisoner, was placed in a four-bed cell with seven people after his arrest. He could
not sleep properly. Being ill, he did not receive the treatment and care he required.

A second example. The scientist physicist Dmitri Kolker was arrested by the FSB on June 30.
We did not have time to include him in the lists of political prisoners. He had the fourth
stage of cancer, was taken away from the hospital, and died in prison on the third day.

| should say here that even in the dark ages, when Yuri Andropov was the head of the
Soviet Union, the USSR State Security Committee did not arrest people with severe
cancer! When Solzhenitsyn’s Fund for Assistance to Political Prisoners was “smashed up”
in 1983, Andrei Kistyakovsky, the manager of the Fund, was not arrested because he was
terminally ill. | could go on and on with this list. At that time this would seem indecent

in front of the whole world. Now, no, it’s no longer indecent. On the contrary: everyone
knows that even a sick, dying man can be thrown in prison.

A third example. Recently the conditions in which political prisoner Alexei Navalny is being
held became known. A “prison within a prison” has been created for him in a high-security
colony. A six-meter high blanket fence, strict isolation. Maximum uncomfortable
conditions for a man with a bad back, during working hours and after work. To listen to
songs glorifying the FSB. To sit under Putin’s portrait. This is probably better than the
“special conditions” created for Navalny in the previous camp. But, mind you, this is
Navalny, the man in the spotlight.

With “ordinary” political prisoners’ things are simpler. The aforementioned Illdar Dadin
was tortured in custody by the camp administration. This is no exception: torture in
Russian prisons has long been a system — not for “political” prisoners, but for anyone who
cannot be broken.

Just as torture during interrogations and investigations has long been the system. | spoke
above about the Foundation for Assistance to Political Prisoners — well, in 1983, its
administrator, Sergei Khodorovich, was tortured after his arrest for six months — but it was
done by his cellmates, criminals who collaborated with the investigation. This was called a
“press cell”, which is still the case today. However, unlike in the late Soviet era, the system
has long been “unmediated” torture by “men in uniform”.

And it is no secret — everyone knows about torture in Russia today. So, do those who
came out to protest against the war in Ukraine.

%k %k % %k k

To summarize, | can say that political repression — criminal conviction for non-violent
activity — has become the most important method of social management, “social
engineering” in Russia. Including (now above all) as a way of suppressing the antiwar
movement.

There are dozens of such criminal cases, but these reprisals also indirectly affect the thousands
of people who have been convicted administratively — reminiscent of the Soviet practice
of “prevention”. But such “prevention” is ineffective without ongoing criminal reprisals.
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It also gives a different perspective on the number of political prisoners in contemporary
Russia —about half a thousand. Is this a lot or a little? After all, if this repression has a
purpose, this purpose is not “to put everyone in jail”, but “by putting the few in jail, to
control everyone”.

When talking about “control”, systemic factors such as torture and ill-treatment during
investigation and in custody, and the practice of political assassinations (which in a sense
replaced the death penalty in the USSR) must also be taken into account.

“Prevention” is ineffective without criminal repression, social control is impossible without
repression, war is impossible without repression.

One last thing. The number of prisoners and forcibly detained Ukrainian citizens now
stands at over six thousand. But the Ukrainian prisoners are being held, albeit separately,
in the same prisons. They are interrogated by the same interrogators. They are being
tortured in the same way as Russian citizens were tortured before.

Repression is a necessary condition for war. Torture and political assassinations are a
precondition for the effectiveness of repression. So, the struggle for the freedom of
political prisoners, the struggle against torture and political assassination in Russia is an
integral part of the struggle for peace.

Thank you. m

Version 3 : en frangais

Conditions nécessaires

Bonjour.

Je vous remercie de m’avoir invité a prendre la parole. Notre soirée est consacrée a
Azat Miftakhov, mais en fait je ne parlerai pas de lui. Ceux qui sont réunis ici, je pense,
connaissent et ce nom et cette affaire.

Et de maniere générale, apres le 24 février 2022, apres le déclenchement par la Russie
d’'une guerre a grande échelle en Ukraine, il est difficile de parler d’autre chose que de cette
guerre. Et s'il s'agit la d’une déclaration trop forte, alors disons qu’il est difficile de parler de
quelgue chose sans parler de la guerre en Ukraine. Mais une autre chose est vraie : si 'on
parle de la guerre en Ukraine, de dizaines de milliers de morts et des millions de réfugiés,
d’exactions et de crimes contre I'"humanité, il est impensable d’oublier de parler des causes
de cette guerre. De parler des conditions qui ont rendu possible cette guerre impensable.

Les prisonniers politiques et les répressions pour motifs politiques en Russie, sont I'une de
ces conditions.

%k %k 3k k 3k

Un Etat qui viole grossierement et massivement les droits de 'homme a I'intérieur de ses
frontieres devient tot ou tard une menace pour la paix et la sécurité internationale. C'est,
d’une certaine maniere, un théoreme, qui a été démontré par I'expérience de la Seconde
Guerre mondiale. Sur la base de cette expérience, un systeme de coopération internationale
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a été construit, un systéme d’organisations internationales censé empécher une répétition
de 1939. Prévenir n’a pas suffi : la guerre au centre de I'Europe s’est de nouveau déchainée.

La question semble naive : pourquoi la procédure de destitution n‘a-t-elle pas été lancée
en Russie méme, pourquoi n’y a-t-il pas de brillants discours de la part des dirigeants de
I'opposition au parlement, ou de campagne anti-guerre dans les médias nationaux ? Le
systeme parlementaire et le systeme des partis sont depuis longtemps démantelés, il

n’en reste que les décorations ; et les médias, contrdlés par I’Etat, ont été transformés en
outil de propagande. Les boucles de rétroaction censées 'empécher n‘ont pas fonctionné.
Comment et pourquoi na-t-on pas pu, n‘a-t-on pas eu le temps, n‘a-t-on pas essayé
d’arréter ce processus de transformation de la Russie en agresseur, en « homme malade
de I'Europe » ? C’est un sujet en soi, douloureux.

Mais voici la question qui se pose constamment ces derniers mois : pourquoi n’y a-t-il pas
de manifestations massives contre la guerre ? Quelle est la raison d’un contrdle si efficace
de I'Etat sur la société ? Les raisons, non des moindres, sont justement la répression
politique, les condamnations pénales et 'emprisonnement pour activités pacifiques. Mais
il y a aussi un contexte qui rend ces répressions si efficaces.

%k %k 3k % 3k

Il'y a d’abord la terreur politique.

Certes, la peine de mort n’est pas appliquée en Russie, mais je citerai quelgues noms. La
journaliste de Novaya Gazeta Anna Politkovskaia, I'avocat et militant de gauche Stanislav
Markelov, 'employée de Memorial Natalya Estemirova. Tous ont combattu contre les
disparitions forcées dans la zone de conflit armé du Caucase, en Tchétchénie. Tous ont
été tués. 'homme politique de I'opposition Boris Nemtsov, devenu apres 2014 'un des
leaders du mouvement anti-guerre en Russie, a été tué. Il semblerait que ces déces
puissent étre attribués a des groupes marginaux ou aux autorités tchétchénes. Mais apres
la tentative d'empoisonnement d’un autre leader de I'opposition, Alexei Navalny, un systeme
d’assassinats politiques utilisant des poisons et perpétré par des agents des autorités
centrales russes, a été mis au jour — en grande partie grace a lui. Navalny a survécu a
I'empoisonnement, a enquété sur 'empoisonnement et est maintenant en détention.

Pourquoi est-ce que je parle ici d'assassinats politiques, un sujet apparemment différent,
assez particulier ? Car ce « sujet particulier » donne de I'importance a tout le reste. Car

le « point singulier » d’'une fonction en dit long sur le comportement de cette fonction

en d’autres points. Cela affecte toute la société. Tout comme les disparitions forcées,
devenues une pratique généralisée et systématique, ont marqué la Tchétchénie moderne.
Il'y a un demi-siecle, le savant et dissident soviétique Valentin Turchin parlait de « I'inertie
de la peur » en se référant a la société soviétique de la période post-stalinienne. Mais
méme maintenant, lorsque I'on parle, par exemple, de la Tchétchénie, des «Kadyrovites»,
de la toute-puissance de Ramzan Kadyroy, il faut se souvenir des milliers de personnes
disparues, dont la mort a constitué la base de la « stabilité » et de la gouvernabilité
actuelles de la Tchétchénie.

kK sk k sk
En Russie, on arréte et on poursuit en justice ceux qui s’expriment ouvertement contre la
guerre.

Voici un autre homme politique russe qui a survécu a deux tentatives d’empoisonnement
par des agents du pouvoir : Vladimir Kara-Mourza. Il était activement engagé par-dela le
monde a défendre la cause des prisonniers politiques russes. Maintenant, il a été arrété
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pour avoir parlé de la guerre en Ukraine. Il en a parlé dans l'arriere-pays américain, en
Arizona (!) et est maintenant dans une prison russe.

Demain, le 7 juillet, a Moscou se tient une audience dans 'affaire du député municipal
Alexei Garinov. Lors d’une réunion du conseil municipal, il a parlé de la guerre, des
victimes de la guerre, des enfants tués et a été arrété pour cela. Le verdict sera rendu
dans les prochains jours, et il risque d’étre sévere.

lIs sont inculpés en vertu d’un nouvel article du code pénal sur les « fausses informations
sur 'armée ». Evaluez la logique : toute déclaration qui ne correspond pas aux déclarations
officielles des responsables du ministere de la Défense est déclarée fausse en Russie. Une
telle qualification peut entrainer jusqu’a 10 ans de prison.

Ou un autre député a la municipalité de Moscou, llya Yashin, qui a exprimé directement
et systématiquement sa position anti-guerre. Il est maintenant en état d’arrestation
administrative. Mais, trés probablement, la poursuite administrative, ici, n’est qu’un
lemme de la police qui annonce la démonstration du théoreme, et I'utilisation de I'article
207.3 du Code pénal.

On arréte une personne pour une infraction administrative, tout en montant un dossier pour
engager une procédure pénale — « fausses informations sur I'armée », jusqu’a 10 ans.

Et ici, je voudrais attirer votre attention sur un deuxiéme point important : la corrélation
et I'interconnexion des répressions administratives et pénales dans la Russie moderne. Ce
rapport, cette structure est comparable a ce qu’elle était a la fin des années soviétiques,
de la fin des années 1950 a la fin des années 1980.

Dans l'ere post-stalinienne, les autorités de I’'Union soviétique ont été confrontées a un
probleme : comment controler efficacement la société (méme si elle était en situation

d’« inertie de la peur »), sans recourir a des répressions de masse ? En conséquence, en
1959, un systeme « prophylactique » a été mis en place, dans lequel pour un condamné

« pour politique » en vertu d’un article pénal, il y avait une centaine de personnes

« prophylactiques », soumises a une répression extrajudiciaire. Administrative, informelle,
mais avec une menace évidente de représailles pénales en cas de poursuite des activités.

Dans le systeme répressif qui s’est construit ces derniers mois et ces dernieres années, la
logique est semblable, sinon identique.

Autrefois, pour s’étre rendu a un rassemblement ou pour une manifestation individuelle,
on risquait une condamnation pour l'article 20.2.5 du code administratif, une amende

de plusieurs dizaines de milliers de roubles. Pour manifestation individuelle répétée —
article 20.2.8 du méme code — jusqu’a 300 000 roubles d'amende ou jusqu’a 30 jours
d’arrestation. Et si vous étes détenu trois fois en six mois, la responsabilité pénale pouvait
étre engagée en vertu de l'article 212.1 — jusqu’a cing ans de prison. Cet article est
également appelé « Dadin », du nom d’lldar Dadin, qui a été le premier a étre condamné
en vertu de cet article.

Au tout début de la guerre en Ukraine, le 4 mars 2022, des articles spéciaux ont été
introduits sur le « discrédit de I'armée russe », I'article 20.3.3 du code administratif (une
amende pouvant aller jusqu’a 50 000 roubles, ou jusqu’a cent mille si vous appelez a des
actions publiques), et I'article 280.3 du code pénal (jusqu’a cing ans de prison).

Bien que le mot « prévention » ne soit pas présent ici, la perspective d’'une sanction
pénale en cas de poursuite des activités est clairement énoncée dans les deux cas.

Plusieurs milliers de personnes ont été détenues en vertu de ces articles administratifs
au cours des derniers mois. Au seul motif de « discrédit » — plus de deux mille cing
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cents. Ces personnes n‘ont pas été condamnées et ne sont méme pas inculpées en
vertu d’articles criminels, mais elles sont déja sous la menace d’emprisonnement si elles
descendent a nouveau dans la rue.

Il N"a méme pas besoin d’étre arrété par la police. Nous vivons au 21¢ siecle, on narréte
pas le progres et a Moscou existe un systeme de reconnaissance faciale utilisant des
cameéras installées dans les rues et dans le métro. Lannée derniere, les enregistrements
de ces caméras ont été utilisés dans la préparation de dossiers administratifs « pour des
rassemblements et des marches ». [l y a un mois, selon les données de ces caméras, la
police a arrété des personnes qui ne sont venues a aucun rassemblement, mais sont
simplement entrées dans le métro pour se rendre au centre-ville.

Je noteraiici encore un point qui amusera surtout les mathématiciens. Dans le cas d’une
responsabilité aussi progressive — d’abord les affaires administratives, puis pénales — au
deuxieme stade, devant le tribunal dans une affaire pénale, les décisions sur les affaires
administratives (c’est-a-dire les arguments manifestement « plus faibles ») sont utilisées

a plein — constituant preuve a part entiere dans la condamnation pénale subséquente.
Dans les juridictions administratives, la défense n'a pas la méme possibilité que dans les
procédures pénales. Le ministere public est représenté par le juge, c’est-a-dire qu’il agit en
une seule personne. Mais en méme temps, il y a un préjugé administratif !

%k %k 3k % 3k

La troisieme, dans I'ordre, mais non des moindres, est une circonstance importante : les
conditions de détention pendant I'enquéte et apres la condamnation. En termes simples,
la torture, les méthodes de traitement et de punition cruelles et dégradantes.

Voici ce qui se passe en ce moment, ces jours-ci.

Premier exemple. Le député Aleksey Gorinov, mentionné plus haut, qui a été reconnu par

Memorial comme prisonnier politique, aprés son arrestation a été placé dans une cellule a
quatre lits avec sept personnes. Il ne pouvait pas bien dormir. Etant malade, il n’a pas recu
le traitement et les soins requis.

Deuxieme exemple. Le physicien Dmitry Kolker a été arrété par le FSB le 30 juin. Nous
n’avons pas réussi a l'inscrire sur les listes de prisonniers politiques. Il avait un cancer de
stade quatre, a été emmené de I’hopital et le troisieme jour, il est mort en prison.

Ici, je dois dire que méme dans les temps sombres, lorsque Yuri Andropov était a la téte
de I'Union soviétique, le Comité de sécurité de I'Etat de I'URSS (KGB) n‘arrétait pas les
personnes atteintes d’un cancer en phase finale ! Lorsqu’en 1983, le Fonds Soljenitsyne
d’assistance aux prisonniers politiques a été « détruit », Andrei Kistyakovsky, le directeur
du Fonds, n'a pas été arrété car il était malade et condamné.

Je peux continuer cette liste. Alors, cela paraissait indécent devant le monde entier.
Maintenant — non, ce n’est plus indécent. Au contraire : tout le monde sait qu’un
malade, un mourant peut étre jeté en prison.

Troisieme exemple. Lautre jour, on a appris dans quelles conditions était détenu le
prisonnier politique Alexei Navalny. Dans une colonie a régime strict, une « prison dans la
prison » a été créée pour lui. Cloture sourde de six metres, isolement strict. Les conditions
les plus inconfortables pour une personne qui a mal au dos, pendant les heures de

travail et aprés le travail. Ecouter des chansons glorifiant le FSB. Assis sous un portrait de
Poutine. C’est peut-étre mieux que les « conditions spéciales » créées pour Navalny dans
le camp précédent. Mais notons qu’il s'agit de Navalny, la personne sur laquelle est rivée
I'attention générale.

17



Tout est plus facile avec les prisonniers politiques « ordinaires ». lldar Dadin susmentionné
a été torturé par 'administration du camp en détention. Cela ne fait pas exception : la
torture dans les lieux de détention russes est depuis longtemps un systéeme, non pas pour
les « politiques », mais pour tous ceux qui ne peuvent étre brisés.

De la méme maniere que la torture est devenue depuis longtemps un systeme dans le
cadre des I'enquétes et des investigations. Ci-dessus, jai parlé du Fonds d’assistance aux
prisonniers politiques. Et bien, en 1983, son directeur Serguei Khodorovitch a été torturé
pendant six mois apres son arrestation — mais cela a été fait par ses compagnons de
cellule, des criminels qui ont collaboré a I'enquéte. Cela s’appelait la « cellule-presse »,

et cela existe encore maintenant. Mais, contrairement a la fin de I'’époque soviétique, la
torture « sans intermédiaires » utilisée par les « gens en uniforme » est depuis longtemps
devenue un systeme.

Et ceci n'est pas un secret. Aujourd’hui, tout le monde sait qu’on torture en Russie. Ceux
qui sont sortis protester contre la guerre en Ukraine le savent aussi.

%k %k 3k % 3k

En résumé, je peux dire que la répression politique — condamnation pénale pour
activité non violente — est devenue en Russie la principale méthode de gestion de Ia
société, « I'ingénierie sociale ». Y compris (maintenant : surtout) un moyen de réprimer le
mouvement anti-guerre.

Il existe des dizaines d’affaires pénales de ce type, mais ces répressions affectent
indirectement ces milliers de personnes qui ont été condamnées administrativement, ce
qui rappelle la pratique soviétique de la « prophylaxie ». Mais une telle « prophylaxie » est
inefficace sans une répression criminelle continue.

Cela nous permet également de jeter un regard différent sur le nombre de prisonniers
politiques dans la Russie moderne — environ 500. C’est beaucoup ou un peu ? Apres
tout, si ces répressions ont un but, alors ce but n’est pas « d’'emprisonner tout le monde »,
mais « en emprisonnant quelques-uns, de contrdler tout le monde ».

En parlant de « contréle », il faut aussi tenir compte de facteurs systémiques tels que la
torture et les mauvais traitements pendant 'enquéte et en garde a vue, et |la pratique des
assassinats politiques (qui ont en quelgque sorte remplacé la peine de mort en URSS).

La « prophylaxie » est inefficace sans répression criminelle, le controle de la société est
impossible sans répression, la guerre est impossible sans répression

Dernier point important. Le nombre de citoyens ukrainiens capturés et détenus de

force s’éleve désormais a plus de six mille personnes. Mais les prisonniers ukrainiens
sont enfermés, quoique séparément, dans les mémes prisons. lls sont interrogés par les
mémes enquéteurs. Ils sont torturés de la méme maniere que les citoyens russes ont été
torturés auparavant.

La répression est une condition nécessaire a la guerre. La torture et les assassinats
politiques sont la condition de l'efficacité de la répression. Cela signifie que la lutte pour la
liberté des prisonniers politiques, la lutte contre |a torture et les assassinats politiques en
Russie fait partie intégrante de la lutte pour la paix.

Merci. |
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by Fabien Durand,
President of the French Mathematical Society

Dear participants of these second Azat Miftakhov’s days entitled “Against the war in
Ukraine”.

The Société Mathémtique de France, of which | am the president, was created in
1872, 150 years ago. It is a collective work whose initial object was circumscribed to
the diffusion of research in mathematics. Article 2 of its statutes stated, | quote: “No
discussion can take place on objects foreign to mathematics”.

It has gone through many wars and conflicts taking very little position as a learned society.
Nevertheless, the French mathematical community has never remained silent and mute
during these events. However, an association must be a reflection, even if tempered, of its
members and more widely of its community. Little by little, human rights have become a
recurring topic in our councils and in our media.

Learned societies must therefore speak out when events involving respect for human
rights, as set out in the Declaration of Human Rights, occur.

Thus, since a committee for the defense of Azat Miftakhov was formed, the SMF has
always supported and accompanied it in its actions and initiatives.

Last year, shortly before the first Azat’s Miftakhov day, we celebrated the new freedom of
our colleague Tuna Altinel, who was actively supported by the community and the SMF
during his deprivation of freedom.

We are gathered here to ensure that Azat will soon be released.

We did not know it, unfortunately the unthinkable was in progress. It is now four months
since the Russian state invaded Ukraine causing the bloodshed of civilians and terror.

The learned societies and the community have a negligible weight in these situations, but
this is not a reason to remain silent. The negligible exists and, as we well know, can bring
exceptional benefits. | am thinking here, for example, of the case of Leonid Pliouchtch.
Learned societies can and should take positions and remind them regularly, insistently.
Not only when the events occur, but also afterwards and for a long time afterwards, to
remind the younger generation, or the not so young (I include myself in this), who would
have forgotten the exactions perpetrated by our rulers, not to believe that it happens
only elsewhere. | am thinking this time of all the people who worked for the truth to be
made about the disappearance of Maurice Audin. There are obviously many other such
situations. This is why the SMF is sponsoring the second Azat Miftakhov days again this
year, specially entitled “Against the war in Ukraine”.

The SMF unreservedly condemns the abject aggression of the Russian state on Ukraine
and the resulting war. Our thoughts are with the Ukrainian people and Azat. m
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by Grigory Durnovo,
OVD-Info

| would like to start with a quote from the speaker of the State Duma, the lower house of
the Russian parliament Vyacheslav Volodin who has recently said that those who start to
distort information on the so-called special military operation “trying to use their chair
making propaganda before the students should resign.” He added that rectors of state
education institutions should be conscious of their responsibility and also resign “if such
cases happen.”

| o ”n

Telegram channel “Mozhem ob’yasnit’” (We Can Explain) reported according to
anonymous sources that the administration of the faculty of journalism of the Moscow
State University had conversations with professors on their political views and on the
topics of their discussions with students. The administration explains that students can
form a “wrong opinion on the political situation and on the special operation.” It was also
reported that people with “undesirable” views receive less workload. So far, we cannot
confirm or deny this information.

So far, it is hard to speak about any statistics on direct repressions against professors
concerning anti-war statements and activities since we do not have enough information.
But still it is possible to highlight some trends. Here | would like to thank our colleagues
from the DOXA journal for monitoring various cases of pressure against academia since
most of the cases we found were published by them.

People from the Antiwar Foundation who help those who have suffered from
discrimination in the office due to their position against the war told OVD-Info that
university professors are among the most vulnerable categories today. Their situation is
worse than that of others because it often becomes harder for them to find a new job or
return to work because they are being fired for ‘immoral act, inconsistent with teaching’

We become aware of new facts from time to time. For instance, professor of Russian,
Tatyana Novikova was fired from the Belgorod State University at the end of June for anti-
war comments in the VKontakte social network. She tried to defend a young girl who was
criticized for her piquet with ‘No to war’ poster. An administrative case on discrediting the
Russian armed forces was also instigated against Novikova.

One of the popular ways for a university professor to express his or her anti-war position
is to release or sign an open letter against war. Such an initiative can become a reason for
repressive measures. Professor Nail Fatkullin, Doctor of Physics and Mathematics from
the Kazan Federal University sent his colleagues an anti-war letter. After that, he received
a warning from the prosecutor’s office claiming his letter “could provoke the forming of

a negative attitude towards the special military operation and serve as a trigger for the
activisation of protest activity among employees and students of the university.” Later, the
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academic council of the university voted not to renew his contract. The official reason was
that he had not passed the competition. Fatkullin himself however thinks the letter was
the real reason.

Professors can also face various kinds of pressure for the so-called ‘agitation” before the
students (even if they did not agitate at all). For instance, Dmitry Rudakov was sacked from
the Omsk Technical University after students claimed he was using his position for political
agitation, imposing his negative attitude towards the country and the city, and forcing

them to write non-patriotic works. This happened two months after Rudakov published

an anti-war post in VKontakte social network and had an unpleasant conversation with an
FSB official in the head of department’s office. The official threatened Rudakov mentioning
a possibility to charge him with a criminal article without specifying, and claiming he had
videos of Rudakov agitating students against the state and statements from other professors
on the subject. Rudakov claimed he never had political conversations with students.

A university lecture can become a reason to instigate a case under the article of
discrediting the Russian armed forces. This happened in Blagoveshchensk, the lecturer got
fined 30 thousand rubles (about 500 euros).

In the Moscow regional branch of the State Institute of International Relations, professor
of the department of foreign languages Anatoly Kanev resigned after he was told to by
the head of the department to “refrain from any statements or discussions of the actual
situation with students,” because the institute is part of the Foreign Ministry structure, so
Kanev’s position could be considered as official.

Professor Andrey Lavrukhin at the High School of Economics resigned after a student
complained about him discussing the ‘special military operation’ in class. She claimed he
did not let her speak in support of the Russian army. Lavrukhin says however that he did
not let her repeat many times the statement that the ‘operation” was justifiable.

Professor at the Institute for Social Sciences of the Russian Academy of National Economy
and Public Administration Denis Grekov was asked to resign by his own will after he
published an anti-war post in his social network calling the war shameful and sneaky. His
colleague screenshotted his post in her Telegram channel demanding to pay attention to it
and claiming he “likes to talk about current politics to the students.” “We do not need any
external enemies when we have such educators of the next generation,” she said. After
that, Grekov left the country.

Associate professor at the Volgograd State University department of constitutional and
municipal law Roman Melnichenko was fined 30 thousand rubles for a post about war.
He was charged with disseminating unauthentic information. After that he was fired from
the university blamed for immoral conduct violating the moral standards. He made a
reinstatement application to the court but failed.

Associate professor at the East Siberian State Institute of Culture in Ulan Ude Sergey
Levitsky was suspended because of his Telegram post with “negative statements
concerning Russia”. He said that the head of the department thanked him for his work
what he considered as goodbye. He was also fired from the Russian Drama Theater where
he had served as artistic director. He was also fined for his posts.
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Professor of the department of the CIS history, expert in Ukraine Tatyana Tairova-Yakovleva
was fired from the St. Petersburg State University after having published an anti-war
statement in Ukrainian.

There were also reports on threats to fire employees of universities who would take part
in rallies against war.

Finishing my report, | would like to say that so far, we have not heard about any criminal
cases against professors related to war, although there is already one criminal case
against a school teacher, one case against a writer, several cases against journalists
which is quite close. Anyway, the conditions in academia for those who are opposed are
deteriorating. Is it also worth mentioning that in recent months, at least five professors
(Dmitry Dubrovsky, historian, human rights analyst; Victor Vakhshtayn and Boris
Kagarlitsky, sociologists; Ekaterina Shulman and Nikolay Petrov, political scientists) have
been included in the register of media functioning as ‘foreign agents, as well as the
Troitsky Variant Nauka outlet on science that had published an anti-war letter. The State
Duma has just approved the amendments to the law on ‘foreign agents’ banning them
from teaching at state institutions.
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Barry Mazur,
mathematician, the Gerhard Gade University Professor at
Havard University, member of Scholars at Risk Harvard

Professor Barry Mazur announced that the Harvard University chapter of Scholars at Risk
awarded Azat Miftakhov a Scholars at Risk Fellowship. The fellowship provides scholars,
who are facing political persecution in their home countries, with funding to pursue
research at Harvard for up to ten months. We hope that Azat will be able to use this
opportunity after his release.
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by Elena GORBAN,
Azat Miftakhov’s wife

Good day,

Before | repeat my speech, which you may have seen yesterday, | would like to add a few
words about this conference. Firstly, | was happy to hear all the words in support of Azat,
and | am glad that so many people have not forgotten about him all these years. Thank
you from me and Azat’s family to all speakers for your participation, and thanks to the
mathematical communities from different countries. Unfortunately, | did not understand a
word of yesterday’s mathematical reports, but listening to these speeches, | thought that it
would be necessary to let Azat hear them after his release. I'm sure he will be interested to
hear them, and maybe he can even explain to me was that all about.

And secondly, about the announced topics the war and human rights situation in

Russia through the cases of persecuted academics. Of course, there is much more than
the persecution of Azat. The political situation in Russia is leading to many das dire
consequences both for the people inside Russia and for its neighbors. | would like to say
many words about Ukraine, but my current locition restrict me. About the repressions
against academics in Russia, you can list many names. Both the scientists who are under
political pressure for their political activities or their opinions on events in Ukraine, such
as Mikhail Lobanov today, and figurants in cases, fabricated by FSB, on the disclosure of
state secrets, because of which many people well-known in their profession, have already
suffered, such as the terrible recent case of Dmitry Kolker. May be other speakers will
mention these events.

I am Lena Gorban, Azat’s wife and a person under suspended sentence in the same
political case.

I am glad to welcome everyone who is not indifferent to the fate of Azat, to the fate of
allpolitical prisoners in Russia, and to the tragic events taking place in the world.

All of these are caused by the same reasons. For many years of lack of freedom society
doesn’t understand its interests, it only understand that it is powerless.

The state, ruled by the security services, checists heirs, is not held back by the opposition.
They seeks to suppress all dissent and bend everyone to its will.

Such things as human personality and human life, on both sides of state borders, have no
value, they are sacrificed to imperial ambitions.

The bravest and most honest people, like Azat and many other political prisoners, are
subjected to maximum restrictions for trying to change things.

While incarcerated, people face all of the above in an even more concentrated form.

In the so-called “red” prison, such as the one Azat is in, the prisoners are under total
control of the state, represented by the prison administration and the prisoners who
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informally serve them, they are called activists.

Prison operatives are looking for any signs of dissent, they are afraid of revolt, which is
typically for people who now rule Russia.

At times, their fantasis are so paranoid and detached from reality that it raises doubts
about their adequacy, but political prisoners have to deal with their threats.

More than once they told Azat that it is inadmissible to propagate the ideas of anarchism
among the over prisoners.

In Azat’s correctional facility the time of the prisoners is wasted on mindless, monotonous
labor at the cyroH sewing machine or at the sawmill.

They cannot really refuse to do this, because refusal will be followed by, so to speak, not
very pleasant consequences, after which the prisoners quickly change their minds about
their reluctance to work.

Therefore, the last year Azat spent most of his time sawing tree trunks into logs.

In the hours free from work prisoners are reqularly forcibly volunteered for work to
improve the prison area: from cleaning snow in winter to, as Azat said, the «joys of the
time for gardening» in summer.

After such a workload in the remaining time Azat often has no energy and desire to read,
do math, or write letters.

Though he tries to find time for self-development and solving math problems.

Often small problems he comes up with himself, for example, from physics.

He explained some of them to me on dates.

There is also a problem with interesting books, because it is impossible to send them to him.
The events of the end of February were also reflected in the prison.

Unfortunately, the majority of prisoners supported the actions of the Kremlin, and in the
first few months watched the TV propaganda with excitement.

Even those with whom Azat chats the most reacted negatively to his disagreement with
the general opinion.

At the same time, arrestees have become even more cut off from sources of information
alternative to television.

In recent months, even the oppositional Novaya Gazeta newspaper, previously available in
prisons, has been discontinued.

A big problem was the napatiid parade the prisoner had to prepare for on May 9.
Azat wondered how to avoid participating in it.

Both he and | thought that he would be locked up in a punishment cell and would probably
face direct violence.

On the first day of the parade rehearsal, Azat saw in their workshop a wooden model of a
rocket with the Latin letters VV and Z adorned on its sides.

He then bluntly told the squad leader that he did not want to participate in the parade or
the rehearsals.

Fortunately, all turned out well for him.

They don’t force him to do those things, and a week afterwards they locked him up in the
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infirmary on made-up pretexts and kept him there for another week, releasing him after all
the celebrations.

In that case, like in some over’s cases, Azat manage to avoid additional pressure. | am
sure, that this is because Azat’s case is well-known, and people are very attentive to that is
happening with him in the prison.

He continues to receive a lot of letters and his problems are covered in press.
The support of mathematicians from various countries is also of great importance.
Azat and | are very grateful to you for this.

Your support will help us to endure the rest of his imprisonment, after which he will return
to free life as convinced of his ideals as he was before the repressions.

I would also like to hope that the grievous events now taking place will eventually lead to
the liberation of all people, who are free in their hearts, from the legacy of the past eras of
coercion and inequality.

Thank you very much. m
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THE TRAGIC FATE OF SCIENTISTS IN MODERN RUSSIA.

ALMOST LIKE IN 1937...
by Vera Chelishcheva, Independent Journalist

Version 1: Ha pyccKkom
Version 2: in English

Version 1: Ha pycckom

Tparnueckan cyabba yuyeHbix B coBpemeHHoM Poccun. Moutu Kak B 1937-m...

CerogHa B Halllel cTpaHe nonaxmeaeT HemHoro 1937-m rogom. M naxke, a bbl, ckasana,
MHOrO. 1 paccKaky o Tpareamu, KoTopasa CeroaHA PasBopPayYMBaETCA BOKPYT POCCUMNCKUX
YY€EHbIX, KOTOPbIE NOCBATUAM HAYKM MHOTME roAbl *KNU3HUM, @ TO 1N BCHO KMU3Hb.

MocneaHwe ABa AecaTKa NeT mbl B Poccnmn Habatogaem 3a becnpeleseHTHOM aTakoM

Ha Hay4Hoe coobulecTBo co cTopoHbl PCh (PenepanbHoM cny»bbl 6ezonacHoCTH).
CMNOBUKM NPUBAEKAIOT YYEHbIX K YTOIOBHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTM 3@ MX HEMOCPEACTBEHHYHO
npodeccrMoHanbHyto AeaTeNbHoCTb. M 370, 6e3ycnoBHO, HErAaTMBHO CKa3blBaETCA

Ha POCCUNCKOM HayKe. Hanpumep, ecnm yyeHbln UMeeT Kakne-nmbo cornatenma o
COTPYAHMYECTBE C 3apybeXKHbIMM KONNeramm, nocewaeT 3apyberkHble MHCTUTYTbI A4
YTEHWA NEKUMN NN paboTaeT Ha, MEeXAYHAPOAHbIM MPOEKTOM, TO OH HaXxoAMTCA B

30HEe NPAMOro pMUcKa NOAYYNTb CTaTyC 0OBMHAEMOro no cTaTbe 275 YK PO- “TocmameHa”.
CpOK nuiwenma ceoboapbl nNo 3Tor ctatbe — 0T 12 Ao 20 neT. TeHAEHUMA Ha CaMOM Aene
yCTPaLlatoLLas: C KarkablM ro0M PacTeT YACAO YYEHbIX, MPUBIEYEHHbIX K YTONOBHOM
OTBETCTBEHHOCTM 3a OCYLLECTBAEHNE CBOEWN AeATENbHOCTU. [Tpuyem, Ntoan 3TO KakK
npasmno Hemonoaple: 3a 60 1 70 neT, a To 1 80. YunTbIBaAA, YTO CPOKM, K KOTOPbLIM MX
NPUroBapMBatoT, OFTPOMHbI, LIAHCA AOXMUTb 40 OCBODOKAEHNA Y DONbLIMHCTBA M3 HUX HET.
Mx nomeLatoT B THOPbMbI, YACTO NLLAIOT KM3HEHHO HEODXOAMMbIX 1EKAPCTB, CBUAAHWNM
C POAHbBIMM 1 334aCTYHO LWAHTAXKMPYIOT, Tpebya AaTb NOKa3aHMA U MPU3HATL CBOKO BUHY B
0OMeH Ha cmAryeHus B ByayLLEM CPOKe.

HeKoTopble y4yeHble He [0XKMBAKOT AaXKe A0 NPUroBOPa, HEKOTOPbIE YMMPALOT y¥Ke nocse
npurosopa B KONOHKUAX. [TOBTOPHOCH: eANHULIbI A0XKMBAIOT 0 OCBOOOXKAEHMA.

Camble spKMe CBeXMe Npumepsbl: yuyeHbln-dm3mk Buktop Kyapsasues 1 ero konnera PomaH
KoBanes- Beaylime cneumannctbl LleHTpanbHOro Hay4yHo-1cCea0BaTeNbCKOro MHCTUTYTA
MalrHocTpoeHunsa. Obounm 6110 3a 70. Obonx aeprkanu 3a peluetkon. O6BUHEHNSA B
roCM3MeHe 1A HUX CTann B ByKBaNbHOM CMbIc/ie cmepTebHbIMU. OHM CKOPOMOCTUMHKHO
CKOHYanMCb OT paka. PomaHa KoBaseBa COM3BONIMAM BbINYCTUTb Ha BOJIIO 3a [1BE Heaenu
[0 CMEepTK.

I'IpMBe,u,y HECKOJIbKO MPMMEPOB Yy4EHDbIX, HaXoAAWNXCA noa cheacrsmnem rno 0OBMHEHMUIO B
«TrOCU3MEHE» B HAaCTOALLEE BPEMY.

69-neTHero yyeHoro Banepusa fonybkunHa apectosanm 8 2021 roay, Bcnen 3a ero
Ha4Ya/IbHMKOM — y4eHbIM AHaTtonnem lybaHosbiM. Ob6a 3aHMMaNMCb MPOEKTOM MO
CO34aHMI0 FPaAXKAAaHCKOro camoneTa Ha BOAOPOAHOM TOMNAMBE. ITOT CAMONET A0MKEH Obin
NpeoaoneBaTb PACCTOAHMA B pasbl ObicTpee, yem 06bI4HO. Hanpumep, mexay ToKmo u
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bptoccenem — 3a ABa Yaca. B nccnegoBaHMAX NPUHUMAIN yYacTme U pOCCI/Il\/JICI-(l/Ie Hay4dHble
NHCTUTYTbI, N eBponel‘/'icme, a TaKxke aBCTpafII/IVICKVIe. Cnosom, aTo 6bin IV\e}Kﬂ,yHapOﬂ,Hbll\/Jl
NPOEKT, COrNacoBaHHbIN Ha pOCCl/II\/JICI-(ON\ YpOBHE CO BCEMU H€O6XO£I,VIN\bIN\l/I BE€4OMCTBaAMMW.

fonybKnH npmucoeanHmnca kK pabote Hag npoexkTom B 2018-Mm, No npocbbe HayabHMKA
[ybaHOBa OH MOMOTa C PeAAKTYPON N OPOPMAEHMEM OTYETOB O paboTax Mo NPOEKTY U
nepecblaan ux 3apybexxHOMy KOopAMHATOPY NpoeKTa. MpK 3TOM peyn o0 CEKPETHOCTU B
3TUX AOKYMEHTaX He WAa.

Tem He meHee fonybKnHa 06BMHWAM B rocmameHe. Cyaa no XPOHONAOTMKN CODbITU,
fonybKMHa apecToBanun Noc/e TOro, Kak ero pykosoamuTens NybaHoB notuen Ha
nocynebHoe cornatleHne co CNecTBUEM U AaN NOKa3aHUA NPOTUB KOIETN.

[onybKMH BMHY He npu3aHaeT. CeroaHa emy 70 net 1 oH BTopoi roa, 8 CM30. B nucbme 13
CM30 yueHbI 06BACHAN XKypHANMCTaM: «B MoMxX AeNCTBMAX He OblN0 HMKAKOrO COCTaBa
NpecTynaeHus, NOCKONbKY AaHHbIM MPOEKT, KaK 1 BCe ero pesy/bTaThl, C CAMOro Havana bbiam
OTKPbITbIMW M NpeaHa3HaYeHHbIMM 414 0OLErO MCNONb30BAHMA NAPTHEPAMM MO NPOEKTY».

Mocne apecta cnenoBaTenn HEOAHOKPATHO Npeasiarann COTPYAHNYECTBO U [oNyBKMHY,
obellaa meHee CypoBoe HakaszaHWe. O4HAKO CBOK BMHY OH He NpuW3HaeT. Bnepean ero xaet
npurosop 1 6onbLION CPOK. B ero npocbbax o nepesoae noa, AoMallHMI apecT [onybKuHy
NOCTOAHHO OTKa3blBatoT. CneacTBMe HAacTamMBaET, YTO eC/IN y4eHoro ocBoboanTb A0
NPUroBopa, OH KCMOXET CKPbITbCA B OAHOM M3 NOCONLCTB CTPpaH HATO». CMeLHO v rpyCTHO.

80-neTHUIM nccnegoBatenb ApKTUKM Banepnin MUTbKO BTOPOM rof, HaxoaMTca noa,
cneacTBMem no 0H6BUHEHMIO B rocyAapCTBEHHOM M3meHe. MTbKO Npenoaasan B
[anaHbCKOM MOPCKOM YHUBEPCUTETE KakK NpuUrnaleHHbin npodpeccop. Mo OCB, yyeHbii
nepeaan cneucnyxbam Kntas nHGopmaLmio, KOTopas COCTaBAAET rOCYAapPCTBEHHYO
TanHy. CBOIO BUHY YYEHbIN HE NMPU3HAET U OTPULLAeT BOODLE KaKyto-1nMbo CBA3b CO
cneucnyxbamm Kntaa. OH noa4epKmBan, YTo K rocTalHe He MMen A0MNyCKa MHOrOo NeT.

CnaBa 6ory, B cBon 80 y4YeHbln HAXOAMTCA NOoA, AOMALIHMM apecTom, a He B CM30. OaHako
6e3 }KeCcToKoCTN He obxoamTca n TyT. Cya No NpeacTaBAEHMIO 3aMIeHNPOKYPopPa 3anpeTmn
MMUTbLKO NPOTrYy/aKM Ha CBEXKEM BO3/yXe, XOTA OHWN HEODXOAMMbI MOKMUAOMY YE/TOBEKY MO
NoKasaHMAM Bpaya. [la 1 Takaa mepa npeceyeHms, Kak AOMaLLIHUIM apecT, AoNyCKaeT
nporynku. Ho HeT. MTbKO ToXKe rpo3unT HonbLon cpoK- Ao 20 neT.

OTmeuy, 4To 60/IbLIMHCTBO Y4EHbIX HECMOTPSA Ha CTO/b MOYTEHHbIM BO3PACT — HacTosALWMe
Kpenkune opeLlKkn. byayun noa cneactBnem, oHn BeayT cebs HacTONbKO AOCTOMHO, YTO
Ayx 3axBaTbiBaeT. Kazanock Obl, y HUX AANEKO He Kpenkoe 3/10P0Bbe, Y BCEX XPOHNYECKMe
3a60/1€BaHMA, @ OHM HACTOSALLUME KPENKMEe OPELLKM — He AatoT ceba yHUKaTb, He
COrNallaloTCa NPU3HABaTb BMHY M He BeAyTCA Ha MNPOBOKALMM CeaACTBUIA.

ECTb M MONOAOW y4eHbIN, KOTOPbLIM HEeAABHO B POCCKMM MOAYYMA OFPOMHbIN CPOK. ITO
noueHT MockoBcKkoro ABMauymoHHOro MHctutyTa Anekcen Bopobbes paspabaTbiBan
PAKETHbIN ABUraTeNb MO KOHTPAKTY C KUTANCKMM YHUBEPCUTETOM. KaK-TO K Hemy
obpaTuacsa 3HaKoMbIN ¢ Npocbboit nepecnaTb B K1Tai NyabT OT BOEHHOrO cCamosieTa.

Mo cnoBam aABOKaTOB, BopobbeB He 3HaN O TOM, YTO NyNbT ABASETCA NPeaMETOM
BOEHHOWM TEXHMKN. 33 3TO y4eHoro 0b6BMHUAM B KOHTpabaHae 1 oTnpasuam 8 CU30. Mpu
0DObICKe Ha KapTe NaMATK B Yyexae OT cMapTPoHa BopobbeBa Halwam GOTO «CeKPeTHOro»
aBTopedepaTta AnccepTaummn, GoOpmybl M3 KOTOPOTO BbIIN B OTKPLITOM A0CTyMe. TakKe Ha
KapTe NaMATK HALWIW HEKYIO «Mblb U3 KnTaa». 3alimnTa y4eHOro BbiCKa3biBala MHEHMeE,
41O BopobbeB cTan kepTBOM NpoBoKaumm PCB.
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B 2021 roay poccuickuin cya npurosopun Bopobbesa K 20 rogam KONOHUKM CTPOroro
pexunma. Ero npnssanm BUHOBHbBIM B rOCYAapCTBEHHON M3MEHE, KOHTpabaHae, a TakKe
B NOArOTOBKE K HE3AaKOHHOMY 3KCNOPTY M3 Poccnmn maTepmanos, KOTOpble MOTYT ObITb
MCMNOJIb30BaHbI MPW CO34aHNM OPYXKMA MACCOBOIrO NOPAXKEHUA.

B TrtopbMe y OTHOCUTE/IbHOrO MOJIOAOTO y4eHOoro- 45 fieT- HayaIMcCb CepbesHble
npobaembl Co 340Pp0BbEM. Y HEro BblfiBUAN GMOPO3HbIE MOPAXKEHMNA NETKUX U OMYXO/b
Ha pyke. OQHaKo cyA peLnn, YTo cepbe3HbiX Npobaem ¢ NErKMMM HegOCTaTOYHO, YTOObI
0cB06OANTb YH4EHOTO OT HaKa3aHMA.

[JobaBnto, 4To BCe cyaebHble NPOLECChl B OTHOLWEHMN YYEeHbIX BCerga npoxoaaTt

B 3aKPbITOM OT NYBANKM N }KYPHATUCTOB PEXMME, MaTepuMabl yrONOBHOIO AeNa
3aceKkpeyeHbl. ABOKATOB, KOTOPbIE NPeACTaBAAT UHTEPECHI YYEHbIX, HEPEAKO TOXe
npecneayoT, 3anyrMBatoT M BbIHYXKAAKOT yexaTb M3 CTPaAHbI, KaK HANPMMep aABOKaTa
NBaHa NaBnosa.

HayyHoe COO6LLI,eCTBO B Poccum B LeNIOM He aKTMBHO NMPOABAAET CBOKO CONMAAPHOCTb

C apeCcToBaHHbIMW KoNNeramu. VIHor4a NoAnMUCcbIBaeT NMUCbMa B MOAAEPMKKY, He bonee.
Jltoobmn auxkeT 00BACHMMbIN CTpax: Bedb OHUN TOXe MOTYT OKa3aTbCA B THOPbMeE 3a CBOKO
I'IpOd)eCCMOHafIbHyl-O 0eATeNIbHOCTb.

B Hauyane 2000-x, Koraa PCHb TO/IbKO Ha4Ya/10 OXOTY Ha YYeHbIX, 33 NOC/IeAHMX AaKTMBHO
BCTYNa/NMCb akaleMMKN N N3BECTHble GM3NKUM. Takmne Kak KOpuin PbixkoB 1 Butanunii
MMH36ypr. OHKM Nncanm xKanobbl, 06paLleHNsa, XoAMIN Ha MUKETbI, yCTPamMBaam npecc-
KOoHpepeHUunn. brunnce 3a ceomx Konner! 3To cTapas KOropTa BblAAOWMXCA aKaAEMMKOB,
B UMcCe KOTopbIX Oblan N HoBeneBckne naypeatbl. OHM He Boanncek HU PCB, HK MyTUHa,
HWUKOTO. YBbl, OHU yXKe yMmepaun. N nx nnaHKy B YaCTM 3aLLUMTbI YYEHbIX HUKTO CEFOAHA He
MOXeT NOBTOPUTb. HblHELWHWeE yyeHble abcontoTHO Be33alnTHbI nepes NPon3BOIOM
rocyapCTBEHHOM MaLUMNHbI.

P.S. Koraa A y»e 3aKoH4YMNa HanncaHWe CBOeM peyn, B nocaeayrowme AHM CTano M3BEeCTHO
06 apecTax B HoBocrbupcke cpasy AByX MNOXKMbIX YYEHbIX- 75-n1eTHemM AHaToNnK
Macnose 1 54-netHem Amutpun Konkepe. [NocnegHero CMA0BUKM B3ASIN NMPAMO M3
HONbHUYHOW NanaTbl- y y4EHOro YeTBEPTAA CTaAMA paKa NOAKENYA0YHON Kenesbl.

Obounx Toxke 06BMHAOT B rocM3ameHe. B yactHocTn, MacnoBsa, cneumnanncta B 061actu
AVHAMMKM BA3KOTO rasa, rM1aBHOro Hay4yHOro coTpyaHuMKa NHCTUTYTa TeOpeTUYEeCKOM M
NpUKNaaHon mexaHnkm Cnbupckoro otaenenns PAH, nono3pesatot B nepeaave KHP
OAHHbIX, CBA3AHHbLIX C TUMEP3BYKOM.

Konkepa, npodeccopa HoBocMbMpPCKOro rocyaapcTBEHHOrO TEXHNYECKOro YHMBEPCUTET],
0OBUHMAM B TOM, YTO OH NpeaocTaBua KnTato HeKMe AaHHble, coaepKaline
roCyJapCTBEHHYIO TalMHY.

Ha camoneTe 13 HoBocmbumpcKka obomx yueHbix nepesesnn B Mocksy 1 nomectuamn 8 CM30
JNledopToBO. PoaHbIe He cMOrM NepeaaTb NekapcTea ydeHoMy Konkepy. Y Hero Bbinn
MOCTOAHHbIE MPUCTYMbl PBOTbI YEPHOM *MAKOCTbO, OH HE MOT CAMOCTOATE/IbHO NMUTATLCA
(TonbKo Yepe3 TPybKy B BEHE) M NPUHUMAN CUAbHOAENCTBYOLIME obe3bonmBatoLLme. 3a
Bpema bonesHu oH noxyaen Ha 30 Knnorpammos. 1o cyTr 3To yrke Hbin Tpyn. M B Takom
COCTOAHWW €ro NOCaAMAN Ha CAMONET U MOMECTUIN NOZ, CTPaxKy. CnenosaTeslb CKasan
poaHbIM: «He B6ecnokonTtech, B C130 xopolume ycnosus. ECTb XonoanabHUKY. 3a4em
4e/I0BEKY, KOTOPbIM MOXKET NUTATLC CMEeCAMM Yepe3 TPyOOoUKy B BEHe, XonoannbHUK? ! Yepes
[Ba AHA y4eHbli Konkep cKoHYancs B TtopbMe. W BOT 3a4em Bce 3T0 Haao Hbino PCb — myunTb
YMMPAIOLLEro YenoBeKa, MOTaTb ero M3 OAHOM YacTK CTpaHbl B APYryto, YToObl OH Yepes ABoe
cyTok ymep B CM130, a He B OKPYKEeHUM POAHBIX M BAN3KMX?
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CeroaHs poaHble AmuTpus Konkepa cobmpatoT AeHbr Ha To, 4ToObl ONAaTUTL NEPEBO3KY
Tena yyeHoro obpatHo 13 MocCKBbI B poAHOM HOBOCMOMPCK. TO CTOUT BeLLEeHHbIX AEHET.
[ocy4apCTBO OMNayMBaTh 06paTHbLIM NepeneT He CTano.

Y MeHA HeT CNOB.

Nymato, byayliee poCCUMCKOM HayKM O4eBUAHO — OHO HUKaKoe. MHOorMe Mo3rv NPoCTo yexann
13 CTPaHbl, @ TeX, KTO He yexasl, MPOCTO My4atoT apecTamm 1 MbiTkamu. |

Version 2: in English

The tragic fate of scientists in modern Russia. Almost like in 1937...

Today in our country it smacks a little of 1937. And even, | would say, a lot. | will tell you
about the tragedy that is unfolding today around Russian scientists who have devoted
many years of their lives (and maybe their whole lives) to science.

For the last two decades, we in Russia have witnessed an unprecedented attack by the FSB
(Federal Security Service) on the scientific community. The security services are holding
scientists criminally responsible for their direct professional activities. And this, of course,
has a negative impact on Russian science. For example, if a scientist has any agreements
on cooperation with foreign colleagues, visits foreign institutes to give lectures or works on
an international project, he or she is at direct risk of being charged under Article 275 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation: “High treason”. The term of imprisonment under
this article is from 12 to 20 years. This trend is really frightening: every year the number of
scientists brought to criminal responsibility for their activities grows. Moreover, as a rule,
these people are not young — in their 60s, 70s and even 80s. Considering that the terms to
which they are sentenced are enormous, most of them have no chance to live to see their
release. They are imprisoned, often deprived of life-saving medicines, visits from relatives,
and often blackmailed into testifying and pleading guilty in exchange for a reduced sentence.

Some scientists do not live to see their sentence; some die in penal colonies after they are
sentenced. | repeat: only a few survive to be released.

The most recent examples are physicist Viktor Kudryavtsev and his colleague Roman
Kovalev, leading specialists of the Central Research Institute of Mechanical Engineering.
Both were over 70. Both were kept behind bars. For them, the charges of treason were
literally fatal. They both died suddenly of cancer. Roman Kovalev was released two weeks
before his death.

Here are a few examples of scientists currently under investigation for “High treason”:

The 69-year-old scientist Valery Golubkin was arrested in 2021, following his superior,
the scientist Anatoly Gubanov. Both were working on a project to create a civilian
hydrogen-fueled plane. This plane was supposed to cover distances many times

faster than usual. For example, between Tokyo and Brussels in two hours. Russian,
European, and Australian research institutes took part in the research. In short, it was an
international project, coordinated at the Russian level with all necessary agencies.

Golubkin joined the project in 2018; at the request of his boss Gubanov, he helped with
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the editing and design of the project reports and forwarded them to the foreign project
coordinator. At that time, there was no talk of secrecy in these documents.

Nevertheless, Golubkin was accused of treason. It is evident from the chronology of
events that Golubkin was arrested after his boss, Gubanov, agreed to a pretrial agreement
with the investigation and testified against his colleague. Golubkin did not admit guilt.
Today, he is 70 years old and has been in the SIZO (pre-trial isolator) for two years. In a
letter from the detention centre, the scientist explained to journalists: “There was no
corpus delicti in my actions because this project and all its results were from the very
beginning open and intended for common use by project partners”.

After his arrest, investigators repeatedly invited Golubkin to cooperate with the investigation,
promising a less severe punishment. However, he did not admit his guilt. A verdict and a
long sentence awaits him in the future. His requests to be transferred to house arrest were
repeatedly denied. The investigation insists that if he is released before the verdict, he “will
be able to hide in one of the embassies of NATO countries”. Ridiculous and sad.

Valery Mitko, an 80-year-old Arctic researcher, is in his second year under investigation for
treason. Mitko taught as a visiting professor at the Dalian Maritime University [in China].
According to the FSB, the scientist passed to the Chinese intelligence services information
that constitutes a state secret. The scientist does not admit his guilt and denies any
connection with the intelligence services of China. He emphasized that he had no access
to state secrets for many years.

Thank God, in his 80s, the scientist is under house arrest, not in a detention center.
However, this case is not without cruelty, either. On request from a deputy prosecutor
general, the court prohibited Mitko to take outdoor walks, though they are necessary for
the elderly man according to the doctor’s indications. But house arrest as a measure of
restraint permits walks. But no. Mitko also faces up to 20 years in prison.

| note that most scientists, despite such a venerable age, are real tough nuts. Being

under investigation, their behaviour is so dignified that it is breathtaking. It would seem
that their health is far from good, they all have chronic diseases, and they are real tough
nuts — they do not allow themselves to be humiliated, do not agree to admit guilt and are
not subject to provocations of the investigation.

There is also a young scientist who recently received a huge sentence in Russia. He is
Alexei Vorobiev, an associate professor at the Moscow Aviation Institute, was developing
a rocket engine under a contract with a Chinese university. Somehow, an acquaintance
approached him with a request to send a control panel for a military aircraft to China.
According to his lawyers, Vorobiev was unaware that the control panel was military
equipment. For this, the scientist was accused of smuggling and sent to the SIZO [pre-trial
isolator]. During the search, they found a photo of a “secret” dissertation abstract on a
memory card in Vorobiov’s smartphone case, formulas from which were in the public
domain. They also found some “dust from China” on the memory card. The scientist’s
defence expressed the opinion that Vorobiov was the victim of an FSB provocation.

In 2021, a Russian court sentenced Vorobyov to 20 years in a strict regime colony. He was
found guilty of high treason, smuggling, as well as preparation of the illegal export from
Russia of materials that could be used to create weapons of mass destruction.

In prison, a relatively young scientist- 45 years old- began to have serious health
problems. He was diagnosed with fibrous lesions of the lungs and a tumor on his arm.
However, the court decided that serious problems with the lungs were not enough to
exempt the scientist from punishment.
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| will add that all trials against scientists are always held in a closed for the public and
journalists mode, the materials of the criminal case are classified. Lawyers who represent
scientists are also often harassed, intimidated and forced to leave the country, as was the
case of a defence lawyer Ivan Pavlov.

The Russian scientific community as a whole does not actively show its solidarity with
the arrested colleagues. Sometimes they sign letters of support, nothing more. People
are driven by an understandable fear: after all, they, too, may end up in prison for their
professional activities.

In the early 2000s, when the FSB was just beginning to hunt for scientists, academicians
and well-known physicists actively stood up for the latter. Such as Yuri Ryzhov and Vitaly
Ginzburg. They wrote complaints, appeals, went to pickets, held press conferences. Fight
for your colleagues! This is an old cohort of outstanding academics, including Nobel
laureates. They were not afraid of the FSB, or Putin, or anyone. Alas, they are already
dead. And no one can repeat their feat of protecting scientists today. Today’s scientists are
absolutely defenseless against the arbitrariness of the state machine.

P.S. When | had already finished writing my speech, in the following days it became known
about the arrests in Novosibirsk of two elderly scientists at once — 75-year-old Anatoly
Maslov and 54-year-old Dmitry Kolker. The security forces took the latter directly from
the hospital ward — the scientist has the fourth stage of pancreatic cancer. He died in
prison two days after his arrest.

Both are also accused of treason. In particular, Maslov, a specialist in the field of viscous
gas dynamics, chief researcher at the Institute of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics of

the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, is suspected of supplying China
with data related to hypersonic [flows].

Kolker, a professor at the Novosibirsk State Technical University, was accused of providing
China with some classified data.

Both scientists were transported by plane from Novosibirsk to Moscow and placed in

the Lefortovo pre-trial detention center. Relatives were unable to pass the medicine to
the scientist Kolker. He had constant bouts of vomiting of black fluid, was unable to feed
himself (only through a tube in a vein) and took strong painkillers. During his illness, he
lost 30 kilograms. In fact, it was already a corpse. And in this state, he was put on a plane
and placed in custody. The investigator told the relatives: “Don’t worry, the conditions in
the pre-trial detention center are good. There is a refrigerator”. Why would a person who
can take in only mixtures through a tube in a vein need a refrigerator?! Two days later,
scientist Kolker died in prison. And that’s why the FSB needed all this —to torture a dying
person, to drag him from one part of the country to another, so that he would die in a pre-
trial detention center two days later, and not surrounded by relatives and friends B
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by llya Nuzov, Head of Eastern Europe and Central Asia Desk for
the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)

Thank you for having given me the floor.

Members of the academia are targeted for various reasons. Some for simply opposing
the war in Ukraine, some for having the wrong political views, some for receiving foreign
financing or foreign cooperation. | want to focus on academics who undermine the
ideology of the current regime directly by their work; like historians, sociologists, political
scientists that have dedicated their careers to studying and revealing the truth regarding
Russia’s totalitarian past, particularly the Soviet-era repressions, and have through this
work challenged the state-sponsored historical narrative of the Soviet period, built on the
glorification of Soviet victory in the Second World war and marginalizing the victims of
Stalinist and other Soviet-era atrocities.

Last year my organization, FIDH, published a report last year called “Russia: Crimes Against
History”, based on interviews with historians and other academics and practitioners
working with historical and political science issues, including one member of Russia’s
Academy of Sciences. We documented dozens of cases of individual violations of human
rights, through the adoption and implementation of so-called memory laws, like the

law criminalizing the dissemination of knowingly false information about the Soviet
Union’s activities during the Second World War, and “foreign agent” laws, expulsions

of independent academics from their faculties or from the country, cases of malicious
prosecution of historians, threats and intimidation of historians, restrictions on
collaboration with foreign colleagues...

Let me give you just a couple of examples of academics who have born the brunt of these
repressions.

In 2015, another respected historian and political scientist, Yury Pivovarov, who was
member of Russsia’s Academy of Sciences, and then-director of the Institute of Scientific
Information in Humanities, was charged with negligence after a catastrophic fire
destroyed a significant portion of that institute’s library. While it was determined that he
was not at fault, another criminal case was opened against him for fraud. Just today, the
Investigative Committee has requested that an arrest warrant be issued against him. The
cases were politically motivated: Pivovarov had long argued for deSovietization, the need
to deal with the repressive Soviet past. He is a member of the anti-war committee which is
a movement uniting influential Russians who are against the war, including Sergei Guriey,
Vladimira Kara-Murza, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, and others.

In yet another, lesser known case, in 2016 Alexey Petrov, deputy dean of the history
department at Irkutsk State University has been fired from his job, after he was
denounced by his colleague and an anonymous complainant for public activism and for
having promoted insufficiently patriotric views during his lectures.
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Petrov headed the regional branch of Golos, a grassroots organization that combats
electoral fruad. He is also renowned as organizer of the project Walks through Old Irkutsk,
where he mentions among others the history of repressions in the Irkutsk region.

Besides being fired from his faculty, more recently Petrov has been deemed a Foreign
Agent, with accusations of receiving foreign funding from Tadjikistan. His designation of
Foreign Agent has recently been upheld by the Irkutsk District Court.

The repressions against these academics, the additional measures restricting speech, have
the effect of creating a climate of fear and hostility. This situation is likely to deteriorate
even further: since history is Russia’s primary tool of foreign policy, it will be more and
more difficult to speak about Soviet-era repressions, to draw parallels between totalitarian
regimes of yesterday and today, and to advocate for measures of TJ, measures like criminal
trials, lustrations, truth commissions and institutional reforms that threaten the impunity
and viability of the current regime.l
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AZAT MIFTAKHOV DAYS AGAINST THE WAR

July 5-6, 2022

As we continue to fight for Azat’s release from prison, we
stand in solidarity with the Ukrainian mathematicians and
the people of Ukraine who suffer the terrible brunt of the war.

#StandWithUkraine 5
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